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During*  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1926,  farmers*  institutes 
wore  officially  conducted  as  a  state-wide  activity  in  12  States. 

The  co operative-marketing  institutes  inaugurated  in  Wisconsin 
last  year  proved  to  he  so  successful  end  productive  of  tangible  results 
that  they  have  formed  a  prominent  feature  of  the  institutes  this  year. 
These  institutes  are  three-day  regional,  single-purpose  conventions, 
designed  to  develop  an  understanding  of  and  desire- for  organizing  farmers' 
cooperative  marketing  enterprises  which  shall  be  financially  and  econom- 
ically sound  end  prosperous.   The  territory  included  in  each  institute 
embraces  throe  or  four  contiguous  counties  and  the  subject  presented 
conforms  to  that  most  predominant  agricultural  commodity  in  the  region 
not  yet  organized  on  a  cooperative  marketing  basis.   The  subjects  de- 
veloped this  year  wore  American  cheese,  foreign  cheese,  butter,  poultry, 
and  eggs.   Every  effort  is  made  to  present  the  conditions  and  factors 
which  lead  to  discouragement  and  unprofitableness  or  failure  as  well 
as  those  which  lead  to  success,  such  as  ample  volume  of  .business  and 
competent  management '.  Agricultural  economists  and  managers  of  success- 
ful farmers'  cooperative-marketing  associations  are  featured  and  occupy 
most  of  the  program,  whereas  production  is  discussed  only  as  a  lead  to 
quality  and  standardization. 

The  Ohio  plan,  inaugurated  several  years  ago,  of  holding  in  each 
county  prior  to  making  final  arrangements  for  local  farmers'  institutes 
a  county  farmers*  institute  conference,  is  producing  excellent  results. 
Each  county  agent  takes  the  responsibility  of  gathering  for  a  one-day 
conference  the  officers  and  leaders  of  the  farmers'  institutes  in  each 
community  in  the  county,  the  officers  and  leaders  cf  the  various  farm- 
ers' organizations,  clubs,  and  societies,  the  county  superintendent  of 
schools,  some  of  the  leading  teachers  interested  in  community  life, 
preachers,  officers  of  village  organizations,  such  as  chambers  of  com- 
merce, rotary,  Kiv/anis,  and  other  clubs,  and  private  individuals  in- 
terested in  community  betterment.   The  place  of  meeting  is  at  the  coun- 
ty seat  and  the  date  is  set  in  the  early  fall  by  the  county  agent  in 
consultation  with  the  superintendent  of  institutes  who  attends  all 
these  conferences.   The  county  agent  is  in  all  cases  the  chairman  of 
the  meetings.   All  matters  pertaining  to  local  farmers'  institutes 
are  discussed  and  agreed  upon,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  commit- 
tees, raising  of  finances,  awarding  of  prizes,  subjects  to  be  dis- 
cussed, speakers  to  be  obtained,  exhibits,  dinners,  places  and  dates 
for  each  institute,  and  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  success  of  the 
institutes  to  be  held  the  coming  season.   Each  county  has  from  4  to 
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20  community  farmers'  institute  organizations,  not  all  of  which  hold 
an  institute  each  year.  The  State  appropriation  for  farmers*  insti- 
tutes allows  the  holding  of  four  in  each  county  each  year,  and  the 
others  held  must  he  financed  locally.  These  latter  usually  equal  or 
exceed  the  State-aided  institutes  in  number  and  money  expended,  thus 
proving  the  high  esteem  with  which  farmers  in  Ohio  re  ard  these  meet- 
ings . 

The  Ohio  farmers*  institutes  as  now  conducted  are  more  and  more 
taking  the  form  of  community  conventions  where  all  the  people  gather 
to  consider  their  common  interests  and  are,  therefore,  largely  devo- 
ted to  the  various  community  activities,  which  arc  usually  neglected 
"by  the  extension  sub ject-mattcr  service,  but  which,  nevertheless,  are 
essential  to  a  contented  farm  life,  such  as  churches,,  schools,  roads, 
public  health  -and  morals,  civic  and  business  life  of  the  community, 
recreation,  entertainment,  and  social  intercourse.   All  institutes 
are  held  under  the  direction  and  leadership  of  the  extension  repre- 
sentatives, arc  becoming  more  purposeful,  and  are  increasingly  used 
^oy   them  in  prosecuting  their  work. 

One  other  State,  Illinois,  is  unique  as  regards  its  farmers* 
institute  work  from  the  organization  feature  since  it  is  here  raised 
to  the  dignity  of  an  independent  State  department.  To  quote  from  the 
last  report  of  its  secretary: 

"The  Illinois  Farmers*  Institute  is  a  'public  corporation  of 
the  State,*  created  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  in  1895,  to  'assist 
and  encourage  useful  'education  among  farmers  and  for  developing  the 
agricultural  resources  of  the  State,*  and  is  supported  "oy   "biennial 
legislative  appropriations. 

"It  has  a  county  organization  in  each  of  the  102  counties  of 
the  State,  with  officers  and  committees  for  carrying  on  the  county 
institute  work.   There  is  a  department  of  household  science  with 
which  are  affiliated  the  household-science  departments  of  the  county 
organizations.  Because  of  its  representative  and  democratic  organ- 
ization, the  work  of  the  Illinois  farmers'  institute  has  achieved 
notable  results  in  improved  agriculture,  and  has  extended  its  influ- 
ence for  good  into  almost  every  county  of  the  State. 

"The  affairs  of  the  farmers*  institute  are  managed  by  a  board 
of  directors  composed  of  one  member  from  each  congressional  district 
of  the  State  and  five  ex  office  members.   Each  director  represents  a 
congressional  district  and  is  elected  by  a  delegate  convention  com- 
posed of  three  chosen  by  the  county  farmers'  institute  organization 
in  his  district  at  their  annual  meeting.   The  directors  hold  office 
for  two  years,  those  representing  even-numbered  districts  being  el- 
ected one  year,  and  those  representing  odd-numbered  districts,  the 
following  year.   The  ex  officio  members  are  the  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture,  Director 
of  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture,  President  of  the  State  Horti- 
cultural Society  and  President  of  the  State  Dairymen* s  Association. 
The  "beard  elects  its  own  officers  and  maintains  Statu  headquarters 
in  charge  of  the  secretary  at  the  State  House  in  Springfield. 
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"There  has  been  no  important  change  in  the  law  creating  the 
Illinois  farmers'  institute  and  it  is  operating  under  practically  the 
some  code  as  formerly,   it  is  an  educational  institution  whose  function 
it  is  to  serve  all  the  citizens  of  the  State.   It  is  an  organization  of 
the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people. 

"Its  educational  work  consists  of  holding  local,  county  and  State 
institute  meetings,  su  plying  instructors  and  speakers  for  such  meetings, 
publishing  agricultural  and  household-science  reports,  bulletins,  circu- 
lars, press  articles,  etc.,  and  conducting  general  educational  and  pub- 
licity work  in  the  promotion  of  better  farming  and  home  making.   In  sup- 
plying speakers  and  instructors  for  county  institute  meetings  the  State- 
institute  maintains  a  corps  of  experienced  farmers  and  home  makers  whose 
ability  in  this  work  is  generally  recognized.   Speakers  arc  also  drawn 
from  the  various  departments  of  the  State  University,  State  Dairymen* s 
Association f      State  Horticultural  Society,  State  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, State  Highway  Department-,  and  other  organizations.   The  as- 
signments of  speakers  arc  made  upon  the  requests  of  county  institute 
authorities,  the  State  institute  supplying  two  speakers  for  each  in- 
stitute session.   An  annual  conference  Is  held  in  each  congressional 
district,  attended  by  the  State  secretary,  district  director,  county 
institute  officers,  county  superintendent  of  schools,  and  county  ad- 
viser, at  which  time  plans  arc  made  for  the  season's  institutes. 

"The  State  farmers'  institute  Holds  an  annual  meeting  in  Feb- 
ruary of  each  year,  issues  an  annual  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting,  together  with  a  report  of  Its  Department  of  Household  Science. 
All  reports  and  bulletins  are  for  free  distribution  throughout  the 
State  and  the  service  rendered  ~ty  the  farmers'  institute  through  the 
publication  and  free  distribution  of  these  various  bulletins  has  been 
invaluable." 


Controlled  through  State  Departments  of  Agriculture 


In  the  three  States  whore  farmers'  institutes  come  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  State  departments  of  agriculture  or,  as  in  Illinoies, 
under  a  special  State  department  of  farmers'  institutes,  719  insti- 
tutes were  hold  this  year,  lasting  1,061  days  with  2,256  sessions, 
at  which  the  attendance  was  192,756  persons.   The  instruction  was 
given  by  464  persons,  of  whom  none  were  members  of  the  extension 
force,  37  were  from  the  experiment  stations,  12  from  the  State  de- 
partments of  agriculture,  and  172  v/ore  mostly  farmers  and  farm  women 
engaged  for  the  purpose  because  of  noteworthy  accomplishments  on 
their  own  farms.   The  reported  cost  of  these  meetings  was  $1 01, 474. 42, 
derived  from  State  appropriations  for  institutes  amounting  to  #76,021.46, 
and  o31,452.96  derived  from  other  sources  mostly  local  contributions. 
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Controlled  through  Colleges  of  Agriculture 


The  nine  States  conducting  farmers*  institutes  this  year  under 
the  direction  of  the  colleges  of  agriculture  held  a  total  of  2,130  in- 
stitutes, which  lasted  2,954  days,  comprised  6,556  sessions,  and  were 
attended  "oj   969,864  persons.   They  employed  326  instructors,  of  whom 

members  of  oxperiment- 
iculture,  and  215  were 
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93  were  members  of  the  extension  divisions,  15 
station  staffs,  3  from  State  departments  of  agr: 
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In  comparison  with  the  previous  year's  report  of  farmers'  in- 
stitutes conducted  by  the  colleges  of  agriculture,  this  year  shows  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  institutes,  days  conducted,  and  the  number 
of  sessions  held,  but  a  less  number  of  people  in  attendance. 


All  States  Holding  Farmers'  Institutes 


The  12  States  conducting  farmers'  institutes  this  year  held  an 
aggregate  of  2,849  institutes,  extending  over  a  period  of  3,995  days 
and  comprising  8,612  sessions,  ~..t  which  a  total  of  1,152,620  persons 
were  in  attendance.   The  instruction  at  these  institutes  was  given  by 
790  persons,  of  whom  93  were  members  of  extension  staffs,  52  were  from 
experiment-station  staffs,  15  from  State  departments  of  agriculture, 
and  387  from  outside  sources.   Those  from  outside  sources  were  mostly 
actual  practicing  farmers  and  f  rm  women,  selected  and  hired  during 
the  institute  season  because  of  their  success  and  reputation  for 
having  actually  done  the  thing  on  their  own  farms  or  in  their  own 
homes  under  normal  conditions  as  veil  as  for  their  ability  to  tell 
others  how  they  did  it.   Farmers  have  confidence  in  and  appreciate 
such  instruction  and  are  more  likely  to  put  their  teachings  into 
practice  because  less  skeptical  regarding  practicability.   The  cost 
of  these  institutes  was  reported  as  ('192,636.85,  of  which  amount 
§138,044.29  was  from  State  appropriations  and  354,592.56  from  local 
contributions. 


Farmers*  institute  work  differs  in  quality  as  well  as  very 
greatly  in  quantity  in  the  several  States.   A  detailed  statement  of 
the  number  of  farmers*  institutes  conducted  and  the  extent  of  their 
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